Intra-pelvic Protrusion of Acetabula.-E. J. DECK, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S. Mrs. M., aged 55, came to the London Clinic on the advice of her doctor for treatment for arthritis, April, 1930. Two years ago had begun to notice increasing stiffness and loss of movement in both legs; was easily fatigued.
On examination: Abduction of legs impossible. Other movements slightly impaired; this latter condition was, she said, a recent disability, whereas she had first discovered the difficulty of abduction on getting married about eighteen years previously. Finding the marital act in the natural way impossible, she consulted her mother, who informed her that she had had the same disability all her life. It is regrettable that skiagrams of the grandmother's pelvis are not available or obtainable, but there can be no doubt that the peculiar condition shown in the skiagram of the pelves of both mother and daughter to-night has passed through three generations, which is strong proof that it is congenital.
From other history obtained, an examination of the cervix was made and showed the presence of a small erosion and a small polypus, and it was thought that the rheumatic pains of which the patient complained were due to this seat of infection. Treatment by intra-pelvic diathermy was applied, and the patient has been greatly relieved.
Seen November 5, 1930 . No return of the rheumatism; very well in health.
Mr. T., aged 63. The skiagrams demonstrate a case of Paget's disease, the only point of interest being the typical diagnostic patch in the skull.
Discussion.-Dr. KERR RUSSELL said that in 1925-26 his wife and himself had treated three cases of Paget's disease by ultra-violet radiation. Definite improvement had resulted after a comparatively short course of treatment, especially in the tibie. Ultraviolet irradiation was a sound treatment for rickets, osteomalacia, chronic osteomyelitis, and delayed union of fractures, owing to its definite action on calcium and phosphorus metabolism.
Dr. DECK (in reply) said that he had treated one of his cases with ultra-violet light, but he had not obtained a skiagram of the condition afterwards, and could not say whether ultra-violet light had improved the condition or not. Rationale of Treatment.-If trapezius muscles could be increased in tone, shoulders would be lifted and drag taken off brachial plexus. This case is one of several treated successfully on similar principles. Is it reasonable to expect this result as a rule, and to advocate this method as a routine treatment to be tried before operation ?
DiUc8ssion.-Dr. CURTIS WEBB said that he had had an extremely similar case about two and a half years ago. He had tried diathermy, sinusoidal current, and galvanism, to the best of his ability, and had to confess that after treating it he had failed to get any result whatsoever. The case was subsequently sent to Sir Percy Sargent, who operated, and the operation was attended with absolutely satisfactory results. He was afraid that definite pressure on the brachial plexus, either by bony or cartilaginous formation, could not be removed by physiotherapy, great as were its merits, and under these particular circumstances surgical operation became a necessity.
Dr. L. D. BAILEY said that the pain due to cervical rib often appeared as the patients grew elderly, and was probably due to a dropping of the shoulder from loss of tone of the muscles. He could quite realize that improvement of the tone of the trapezius muscles by stimulation with the Faradic current would temporarily benefit the condition, if not permanently cure it.
Dr. HEALD (in reply) said that he did not quite agree with Mr. Curtis Webb. His own aim in suggesting physiotherapy had been not to obstruct the surgeon, but simply to give these cases a preliminary trial in this manner, rather than to consider surgical operation in the first instance.
